
To review this CD effort is difficult. It is difficult because no simple review will suffice to describe the 

space, breath, depth, and historical significance of the songs. This is not your typical bluegrass or old 

time music CD: it is way more. This CD goes from "soup to nuts" as a friend used to say about something 

that encompasses a large category of pretty much every thing. 

 

Many of the track names will be familiar. "John Henry," a song with so much folklore behind it that a 

two volume set could be written on just that song alone and "Peachbottom Creek", a Wade Ward banjo 

piece would be instantly recognizable. Other familiar tunes would be "Leather Britches" and "Old Paint." 

On this latter song, Wade does a most delicate and touching version, making the song his own, I just 

enjoy listening to it more and more each time. "Up Jumped the Devil" makes me think of Snuffy Jenkins, 

but yet again, Stephen makes this tune his own, while staying with tradition. The only other version of 

"Wolves Howling" I have ever heard was John Hartfords fiddle tune. Wade handles this piece in the 

same way, staying with tradition, and its a wonderful piece. 

 

I do have a couple of favorites. Track 12 where Doc Hopkins and Stephen are interviewed. It is some 

wonderful dialogue and especially wonderful artistry between Doc and Stephen. "Buck Dancers Choice" 

is played on this track both three finger style and frailing. It makes you want to tap your foot along with 

it, and Docs touching comments are especially insightful. 

 

"Chicago" is a song that Stephen wrote about his time growing up in Chicago. I've never lived there, and 

never would want to, but visualizing the images Wade describes make me think I missed out on 

something because I didn't grow up there. I'm almost sad I didn't. 

 

"Station Will Be Changed After A While", a song I heard Uncle Dave Macon sing, and I know Uncle Dave 

was a pretty religious guy, but I think Stephen handles this song in a more thoughtful and honest 

manner. Wonderful vocal singing on this song. 

 

There are many other tracks that were unfamiliar and new as well. "Market Square", and "The Far-

Famed Fairy Tale of Fenella".. a tongue twister of a song with a history. 

 

As with any Stephen Wade effort, it is a masterful effort, and a wonderful addition. His CDs and books 

have led me to learn more about the history of songs and tunes and the historical significance of many 

of them, which is a reward all its own. Get the CD, read the very complete notes in the booklet, and 

come away with a deep sense of satisfaction that you are digesting some of the best music available and 

making your soul just a bit richer by doing so. 
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