
the classic traveling tune, "8 More Miles To 
Louisville" that keep the overall feeling from being 
too languid. But mostly these are ballads, sung 
with an easy warmth and conviction. 

Musicians, inevitably, are deeply affected by 
the landscape and horizon of where they live. Had 
John Lowell been born and raised in West 
Virginia , we'd be hearing songs of coal mining 
and other regional topics. As a Westerner, he 
encapsulates an openness in both his topics and 
his musicality that shines like the Montana sun 
glistening off the Madison River. This is music 
that flows with power and directness like a 
glacier-fed stream building strength as it runs 
downhill. A wonderful project from a talented 
singer, guitarist, and songwriter. (John Lowell, 
P.O. Box 743, Livingston, MT 59047, 
www.johnlowell.com.)DJM 

SCOTT BRANNON 
YOUR OLD STANDBY 

Patuxent Music 
PXCD241 

Since his early years , this Martinsburg, 
W.Va ., native has established himself as one of 
the finest voices in bluegrass music. He grew up 
listening to his father's records by Hank Williams 
and Reno & Smiley and had an opportunity to see 
the late Charlie Moore. He has been a member of 
the late Pudge Warfield's "Potomac Highland 
Grass" and Frank Necessary's "Stone Mountain 
Boys." Having grown into a strong lead vocalist 
and rhythm guitarist, he has lent his talents to 
such as Paul Williams, David Davis, James King , 
Lynn Morris, and David Mclaughlin. 

This project is Brannon's first for Patuxent, 
with earlier projects on Wango and his own Arden 
label. For the studio, Brannon gathered together 
an all-star lineup including Michael Cleveland 
(fiddles) , Lloyd Douglas (banjo, guitar) , David 
Mclaughlin (mandolin, guitar), Tracey Rohrbaugh 
(vocal) , Marshall Wilborn (bass), and Patuxent 
Music's Tom Mindte (mandolin , vocals). The 
song selection includes some of Brannon's 
favorites from a variety of sources such as Moore 
& Napier's "Georgia Bound" and "Dear One," Don 
Reno's "Your Tears Are Just Interest On The 
Loan" and "Mountain Church," Hank Williams' 
"Singing Waterfall" and "Sing, Sing, Sing ," and 
Ralph Stanley's "If I Lose." Brannon performs 
wonderful versions of "I Overlooked An Orchid" 
and the title Jim Eanes classic "Your Old 
Standby. " His soulful , easy, and relaxed vocal is 
backed by tight harmonies and stellar 
instrumentation. 

There is no blazing fast bluegrass here, just 
some nice arrangements over some older 
standards. It's good to hear this new effort from 
Scott Brannon. (Patuxent Music, P.O. Box 572, 
Rockville, MD 20848, www.pxrec.com.)BF 
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MARY KETTERING 
NO RELATION 

No label 
No Number 

Mary Kettering is currently the fiddler with 
Northwest Territory, a longstanding bluegrass 
band from Ohio. Here she plays with some former 
bandmates and favorite musicians. The project 
opens with a version of "Amazing Grace" 
complete with vocals and closes with an 
instrumental version of the same song . In 
between , we have a program of songs and tunes 
that range from pretty amazing to not quite ready 
for prime time. 

Her fiddling shines on many of the breaks and 
on the fiddle tunes "Bill Cheatam" [sic] and "Star 
Of The County Down." She tears into "Orange 
Blossom Special" and drives it like crazy. Her 
improvisations sound more like exercises in 
arpeggios reflecting her classical background. It 
takes a lot of funk to wash off all of that classical 
book learning. "Psychobilly Cadillac" is fun in a 
progressive bluegrass vein. Her fiddling shines 
on "I Don't Care (Just As Long As You Love Me). " 

As a singer, Kettering shows promise, but 
her reading of "Red Clay Halo" does not compare 
well with the other versions out there. Her 
harmony singing on ''I'll Travel On" holds up much 
better. Her band provides first-rate support and 
includes, Danny Bryant on mandolin , Jerry 
Pollack on bass, Steve Baxter on guitar, and 
either Gary Fossaceca or Mike Ball on banjo. 
Mary Kettering is a promising talent. (Mary 
Kettering, 1019 Twp Rd. 553, Ashland , OH 
44805, www.marykettering.com.)RCB 

MILL RUN BLUEGRASS BAND 
GO BUILD MY CHURCH 

No Label 
No Number 

As the opener, "When I Reach That City, " 
bursts from the speaker, it is quickly apparent 
that the Mill Run Bluegrass Band has a deep 
grounding in the traditional bluegrass gospel 
genre and are pleased as can be to share those 
roots with us. Wrapped in that one number, with 

www.bluegrassmusic.com 
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