
 

July - August Vol. 27, No. 4 

McLane Family Band By Brad Sondahl  

The first truly professional bluegrass band I heard 

was in 1975, at a concert at Carleton College in 

Minnesota.  They had been collaborating with a 

classical composer at the college on a bluegrass suite, 

and performed their standard bluegrass for the 

community in addition to the hybrid piece.   They were 

the McLain Family Band, and I was lucky enough to 

get them recorded for my folk radio program.  If you're 

not acquainted with them, their merits are touted on 

their Wikipedia entry:   They toured all 50 states and 

63 countries, with a mix of classic bluegrass, gospel, 

and originals performed with eloquence and great 

skill.  It doesn't say in the article but they also started a 

family band festival...  

(1975 was also the beginning of the Minnesota 

Bluegrass and Oldtime Music Association, and I 

attended their first festival and ended up getting 2 local 

bluegrass bands and one old-time band to play live on 

my radio program.    (continued pg 10)  

Be A Good Listener By Wyonia Farner  

We are finally having Sum-

mer, hope you are enjoying 

the warmth from the beauti-

ful Sunshine. I certainly am. 

The past 18 months or so has 

been very trying for us. My 

hopes and wishes are that 

we, are moving towards a 

better year in the next 6 

months. It will be delightful 

to get back to some type of 

normal life, and be able to 

have our music events re-

sume.  

 

Here are the updates per Jeff Renfrow and my meeting with 

the Pastor of OPPORTUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

in Spokane. We were able to meet Pastor Lind in May with 

the purpose of determining if it is feasible for our INBMA 

group to start up the Showcase, starting if possible, in July 

2021. 

 

With Washington State's guidelines in regards to COVID 19, 

rules are still restrictive of 6 feet apart, mask, and the number 

allotted to meet, which is only 50% capacity, this rule cer-

tainly would not allow INBMA members a meaningful 

Music event. Just not feasible. It's still too many rules to be 

followed, to try and have our program. 

 

After reviewing and discussing the Opportunity Presbyterian 

Church contract, "Building Usage and Hold Harmless Agree-

ment" with Pastor Lind (we understand where He is coming 

from with Washington's rules and trying to get the church 

programs going) exercising good wisdom and with much 

thought I felt, as your President, I could not sign and take 

upon myself the liability as written.       (continued pg. 6)  

Any group performing for the public, or 

Jam happening in the future, 

we will send out notice if we receive it  

[at least 2 weeks in advance] if possible.  

Send ALL information to: 

inlandnwbluegrass@gmail.com 

"Keep the Music Alive"    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_McLain_Family_Band
mailto:inlandnwbluegrass@gmail.com
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Reviews 'n' Stuff   
By Mitch Finley 
 
 

 
 
Music CDs 
Willie Marschner, Willie Marschner.  

Young Mr. Marschner is a fiddle 
master with a style set to fill you 
with a joyful spirit.  Backed up 
by Danny Knicely (guitar, 
mandolin), Brennan Ernst (banjo, 
piano, rhythm guitar), Mark 
Schatz (bass), Pearse Marschner 
(banjo, guitar, vocal), and Tom 
Mindte (mandolin), Willie's 15 
cuts include delightful renditions 
of “Under the Double Eagle,” 
“Sugar Tree Stomp,” “Queen of the Delta Waltz,” “Wild 
Fiddler's Rag,” “El Cumbanchero,” and “Lorena.” This is a 
CD that will be in your player for a good long time.  Get 
your copy from the usual online sources or from pxrec.com. 
 
The Folk Legacy Trio, Standing On the Shoulders.  Rather 

new on the national music scene, 
the Folk Legacy Trio is George 
Grove, Rick Dougherty, and Jerry 
Siggins.  George and Rick were 
two thirds of the Kingston Trio 
for many years, and for an equally 
long time Jerry was lead singer 
for the doo-wop group, the 
Diamonds.  Now the Trio's 
mission is performing hits from 
the folk era of the late '50s and 

'60s.  On this CD you get 12 great ones including “There's a 
Meeting Here Tonight,” “City of New Orleans,” “Early 
Morning Rain,” and “Lemon Tree.”  Great stuff you're going 
to love.  Get your copy from the usual online sources or from 
folklegacytrio.com. 
 
The Hillbilly Thomists, Living For the Other Side.  This is 

the second album from an 
unlikely bluegrass band formed 
by a group of Catholic priests and 
seminarians who borrowed their 
band's name from the late, great 
novelist and short story writer 
Flannery O'Connor.  Fourteen 
songs all qualify as gospel 
bluegrass numbers, ten of them 
originals, and included are “Keep 
Your Lamps Trimmed,” “Heaven 

or Tennessee,” “Hard Times” (Stephen Foster), “I Heard the 
Voice of Jesus Say,” “Jacob's Ladder,” and a great tongue-in
-cheek original titled “Bourbon, Bluegrass, & the Bible.” 
Huge amounts of fun and inspiration.  Get your copy from 
the usual online sources or from dominicanajournal.org/
music/. 

 
Lorraine Jordan and Carolina Road, Bill Monroe's ol' 

Mandolin.  The title song here 
has become something of a 
bluegrass hit, and the other 
eleven songs fit right in.  This is 
a terrific collection of traditional 
bluegrass music in a here-and-
now vein.  Song titles include 
“They Call It Bluegrass,” “Ready 
for the Times to Get Better,” 
“Boogie Brass Band,” and 
“Cherokee Fiddle.”  Get your 

copy from the usual online sources or from 
pinecastlemusic.com. 
 
Hot Buttered Rum, Something Beautiful.  Hot Buttered 

Rum is a young 4-man bluegrass 
band with three guest artists 
added for this album.  This is 
bluegrass music guaranteed to 
get your attention.  Song titles 
include “Another Man's Song,” 
“Highway Sign,” “The Trial of 
John Walker Lindh,” and 
“Church is Where You Make It.”  
Get your copy from the usual 
online sources or from 

hotbutteredrum.net. 
 
Larry Sparks, Ministry in Song.  Among the best and most 

appreciated second generation 
bluegrass music vocalists, Larry 
Sparks has countless fans from 
his many years  of playing and 
singing with, among others, 
Jimmy Martin.  At the same time, 
he is a master of gospel bluegrass 
music, as this new album 
illustrates beautifully.  Song titles 
include “Lord, Show Me the 
Way,” “I Saw the Light,” and 

“Someone to Care.”  Backing Larry up on the project are 
Evan Wilson (mandolin, tenor vocals), Jacob Wright (banjo), 
Ron Stewart (fiddle, banjo), Larry D. Sparks (bass) and John 
Rigsby (harmonica).  Get your copy from the ususal online 
sources or from rebelrecords.com. 
 
Joe Mullins & The Radio Ramblers, Somewhere Beyond 

the Blue.  And here is yet 
another new collection of gospel 
bluegrass music, this one from 
one of the most widely 
appreciated bluegrass bands 
performing today.  Joe Mullins 
comes from a long line of 
bluegrass musicians, beginning 
with his grandfather and on 
through his father, up to the 
present. Gospel bluegrass titles 

you'll find here include “Hear Jerusalem Calling,” “Go 
Spread the Gospel,”           (continued pg. 7) 




