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Stephen Wade: A
Storyteller’s Story

WWwWw.pXrec.com

Song List: Banjo Seranade, Mar-
ket Square, Another Man Done
Gone, Peachbottom Creek/John
Henry, The Far-Famed Fairy
Tale of Fenella, Station Will Be
Changed After A While, Leather
Britches, Railroad Blues, Rhode
Island Reel, East Virginia, Hobart
Smith on Music/Cumberland
Gap, Voice of America Broadcast
with Doc Hopkins, Snow Camp,
Old Paint, How Ruby Played,
Up Jumped the Devil, Tales and
Yarns, Wolves Howling, Ray
Nordstrand’s Introduction at Or-
chestra Hall, Chicago.

Stephen Wade began his career
in 1979 at a small theatre in Chica-
go. The solo Banjo Dancing show
featured songs and stories accom-
panied by an old timey banjo. His
banjo interests have included books
and field recordings exploring the
banjo’s place in American music.
This latest collection features Ste-
phen and recordings with Tom
Paley, Doc Hopkins and Ray Nord-
strand. It’s a fascinating 65 minute
journey through American music,
and Stephen’s one man show draws
the listener into the story and his
narration becomes a vignette of mu-
sical stories, the equivalent of a Hal
Holbrook Mark Twain show. Ac-
companying the CD is a thorough
booklet giving the history of each
song source and author.

His openingsong, “Banjo Seranade,”
compares a banjo to a musical mule,
able to sound like bells or drums.



“Market Square” adds a story to
the swirling banjo accompaniment.
“Another Man Done Gone” adds a
bluesy guitar to a bowed bass, and
the convict’s lament has lyrics from
“Long Chain On” and a melody
that is similar to “Baby Please Don’t
Go. Stephen introduces “The Far-
Famed Fairy Tale of Fanella” as a
four minute foray into the story of
Beauty and the Beast complete with
alliterative lyrics. Dave Macon’s
spiritual, “Station Will Be Changed
After While,” adds a piano accent to
echo the banjo notes.

Stephen recites Hobart Smith’s
words about banjo playing and the
shared passion for the music and the
instrument is inspiring to anyone
who fancies the sound of America’s
singular instrument.





