| first saw mountain banjo master (as differentiated from bluegrass players like Earl Scruggs or “new
grass” ones like Bela Fleck) when a saw him perform his one-man “banjo history lesson” titled “Banjo
Dancing “ in Philadelphia. (It played off-Broadway for 18 (!) years.) Since then I've seen him at folk
festivals and a book readings (His 2015 book “The Beautiful Music All Around Us: Field Recordings and
the American Experience” is a deep dive into the music recorded in small communities).

This 72-minute 20 track CD contains live recordings split evenly between a music center in Maryland
(over two nights in 2017 and at a performance at Chicago’s Old Town School of Folk Music in 2022. Not
only does Wade play a variety of banjos (accompanied on six of them by a dobro player or guitar), he
sings the lyrics to a few (in his “Appalachian sounding” voice) and provides brief introductions for others.
Highlights for me are the Gus Cannon composition “Feather Bed” - the closest thing to a dance tune for
me. — and nearly-seven-minute medley titled “Minister in the River” , where Wade’s droll sense of
humor really shines.

The CD comes in a four-panel digipak with a 16-page booklet containing photos and a seven-page essay
about the banjo and Wade’s interactions with his mentor Fleming Brown. You may know the name of
artist and print maker Ben Shahn but never connected it to the banjo. Well, Wade has a great store in his
notes.

This CD is supposed to be a companion to Wade’s next book “Our Common Life: Folklore from the Front
Porch to the Concert Hall”, though | haven’t seen a projected publication date yet.
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