
Many traditional releases can be easily categorized. They may be classified as "bluegrass", "old time" or 

"clawhammer banjo" and the cuts reflect this throughout the entire effort. Those descriptors are 

accurate, and right. They serve as boundaries wherein all the cuts are confined. 

 

This release by Mr. Wade cannot be contained by word fences. It exceeds most boundaries that might be 

used to describe it. Adjectives such as "historical", "authentic", "genuine", "raw", "palpable" might be 

the only verbal fences that can accurately describe the collection of tunes and songs. It encompasses the 

whole of historical music that gets passed down thru generations and time. 

 

The medley "Buck Dancer's Choice" and "Needlecase" are so joyful that a carefully listening could 

change your perspective on a day that maybe did not start out so well. "Minister in the River" is a 

wonderful medley where the banjo rings...no sock here (banjo players know the reference)...the melody 

is driving, pulsatile and contagious. Wade exels on banjo as well as guitar. If you are familiar with him, 

you know this already, and adding this CD to your collection is a forgone assumption. You probably 

already have it. Its that good. Each of these pieces is a treasure, each different, pushing the boundaries 

to go way past bluegrass and old time music. The pieces are from live performances and are interspersed 

with dialogue that sheds light on the piece to be played. 

 

The liner notes are highly informative. I won't spoil for you, but they are worth the price of the CD alone. 

The notes are educational and you will come away a more informed, appreciative and educated listener 

with a deeper sense of music traveling thru time having read and absorbed the notes. 

 

Mr. Wade and his repertoire are a treasure that has not been seen for decades and likely will not be 

duplicated. His teacher, Fleming Brown, told him to go to the places where the music is played to learn it. 

So Wade went to the mountain, was enveloped in the pure, raw, original music, learning from the 

masters, and he came down from the mountain to share it with us. The closest thing I might be able to 

compare Mr. Wades work with would be Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music because of it's 

depth and breath. This is an all-encompassing release for anyone who loves music. 


