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Greetings INBMA Members! 
First let me, Your   

INBMA President, thank 

each and everyone for your 

patience and understanding 

during this trying year of 

uncertainty and chaos, and 

enduring a year without our 

Music and Fellowship. It 

has been quiet a roller coast-

er, filled with uncertain-

ty.  Lets pray all will be 

well, and we can soon, 

continue our Showcase 

events.  

Your President misses 

the meeting's, music, and most of all, You, our INBMA 

friends. My prayer is that everyone of you have re-

mained well and will remain so.  

Our Blabber is the way to communicate with each 

other, to stay informed, and share news in regards to 

the organization, if you have any news you wish to 

share, contact Mark Harding through his email address, 

mark_s_harding@hotmail.com he can discuss and 

assist you.  

One note of news, Blue Waters Board is trying to 

put together the Blue Waters Bluegrass festival come 

next August. We will be informed when they have 

worked out the possibilities of doing so, or not.  

I, your President, my husband Charles, wish each 

and everyone, a very Merry Christmas, and my, that we 

all have a much happier 2021. (Continued pg. 3)                

I Want To Invite All (Brad Sondahl) 

 INBMA members to an open Zoom musical  

potluck.  Things are pretty hectic before Christmas 

even if we're hunkered in our bunkers, so I've chosen 

Tuesday, Dec. 29 at 7 pm.  (More about that later in the 

article or see “ZOOM” ad below ~Ed) 

Meanwhile, working in the pottery I continue to find 

some gems on Youtube  For Mandolin afficionados, 

older recordings. And also: Multi generational Billy 

Strings and his dad .   (continued pg. 3) 

ZOOM  

Musical Potluck 
Join Meeting (Link).  
Tuesday, Dec. 29 at 7 pm.   

Meeting ID: 745 3029 6231.  

Passcode: mke82C 

mailto:mark_s_harding@hotmail.com?subject=Bluegrass%20Blabber%20Inquiry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-9D_Y3B_3w&list=PL0zsCTHq0uEZjhE-Uea5MqcR5dVEnNoKW&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-9D_Y3B_3w&list=PL0zsCTHq0uEZjhE-Uea5MqcR5dVEnNoKW&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6U6NCvOfl8&list=PL0zsCTHq0uEZjhE-Uea5MqcR5dVEnNoKW&index=11&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6U6NCvOfl8&list=PL0zsCTHq0uEZjhE-Uea5MqcR5dVEnNoKW&index=11&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-9D_Y3B_3w&list=PL0zsCTHq0uEZjhE-Uea5MqcR5dVEnNoKW&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6U6NCvOfl8&list=PL0zsCTHq0uEZjhE-Uea5MqcR5dVEnNoKW&index=11&t=5s
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74530296231?pwd=ZWYrajViWVJ0ZlRudklpUEpMK3ladz09
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Music CDs 
Junior Sisk, Load the Wagon.  There are 
few bluegrass performers out there today 
who can measure up to Junior Sisk when it 
comes to championing traditional bluegrass 
music.  For this 

album, Junior Sisk recruited five 
other musicians to back him up on 
the eleven cuts that make up this 
collection.  Taking the lead vocal 
and guitar duties, Sisk thrills the 
heart and keeps the toes tapping.  
Look for it from the usual online 
sources or from 
mountainfever.com. 

Kristy Cox, No Headlights.  One 
of the today's top bluegrass 
artists, Kristy Cox's latest album 
is loaded with songs new enough 
that you'll probably not recognize 
most of them. At the same time, 
new as they are songs like 
“Yesterday's Heartache,” “No 
Headlights,” and “So Many Rainy 
Days” carry the tradition of 
bluegrass music faithfully. 

Mighty fine.  You'll find it from the usual online sources or 
mountainfever.com.  

Doc Watson & Gaither Carlton, 
Doc Watson and Gaither 
Carlton.  The fifteen songs 
collected here come from two 
concerts in New York City in 
October of 1962.  Recorded by 18
-year-old Peter Siegel, this is the 
first time these recordings have 
seen the light of day.  This is the 
old time music that both Watson 
and Carlton—Doc's father-in-

law—grew up playing at home during their growing up 
years. Doc takes care of all the vocals here, but remarkably, 
on half the songs Doc plays banjo rather than guitar, while 
Carlton fiddles up a storm and picks up a banjo himself now 
and then while Doc picks guitar.  Get this CD from the usual 
online sources or from folkways.si.edu. 

Jody Stecher, Dreams From the 
Overlook.  One of today's great 
mandolinists, Jody Stecher seems 
to have set out here to knock his 
listeners socks completely off—
and he surely succeeds.  That's 
not all you het, however, as Jody 
also lays into mandola, guitar, 
ukulele, open-back 5-string 
banjo, tenor banjo, and vocals. 

You get two discs with a total of 31 cuts, and joining Jody 
are several first-rate musicians including Tony Trishka (5-
string banjo) and Tristan Clarridge (fiddlde, cello, tenor 

guitar). Note that what you get here is not bluegrass music, 
per se, but folk music per se.  Jody Stecher is a remarkable 
person and this collection of music is equally remarkable. 
Don's miss it.  Get this set from the usual online sources or 
from jodyandkate.com. 

Donna & Roni Stoneman, The 
Legend Continues.  Surviving 
members of the legendary 
Stoneman Family band, Donna 
and Roni Stoneman here perform 
ten songs identified for many 
years with the Stoneman Family.  
Included are “Jackson,”, “Rock-A
-Bye Boogie,” “Classical 
Vibrations,” “Amazing Grace,” 

“Living On the Hallelujah Side,” and “Blue Grass 
Breakdown.”  Donna plays mandolin while Rony plays 
banjo. In fact, the latter was the first “girl” to play 5-string 
on a record.  What a delightful album. Get your copy from 
the usual online sources or from pxrec.com. 

Gary Brewer & The Kentucky 
Ramblers, 40th Anniversary 
Celebration.  All fourteen of the 
songs on this CD were written by 
Gary Brewer. As the title reveals, 
Brewer has been laying down 
bluegrass music for 40-some-odd 
years, much to his fans' delight.  
Joining him on this album are, 
among others, Sam Bush, The 
Travelin' McCourys, Russell 

Moore, Dale Ann Bradley, and Ralph Stanley II.  Get your 
copy from the usual online sources or from brewgrass.com. 

Charlie Stevens, Charlie 
Stevens.  Superior bluegrass 
music is what you get here from 
a young man who knows what to 
do with an acoustic guitar, plus 
he is spot-on as a bluegrass 
vocalist and songwriter.  
Charlie's eight originals here 
include “Success,” “Bad Luck,” 
“The Waltz for Nobody,” and 
“The Cats Meow.” Great fun!  

Get your copy from the usual online sources or from 
charliestevensmusic.com. 

Scroggins & Rose, Curios.  Well 
this is just way too much fun, this 
album of, yes, musical curios.  
Tristan Scroggins (mandolin) and 
Alisa Rose (violin). So there are 
an even dozen tunes on this CD 
featuring original music 
methinks.  Titles include 
“Anxiety Jig,” “Bubblicious,” 
“The French Cowboy,” and 
“Maren's Lullaby.” You gonna 

like this a wondrous lot, dontcha know.  Get your copy from 
the usual online sources or from scrogginsandrose.com. 
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Greetings INBMA Members! 
Here we are about to enter the month of March, 

2021. I hope each and every one of you has been safe 

and healthy. It has been almost a year, since our last 

concert and fellowship.  My 

desire is that soon we can 

resume our programs and 

make music. Missing our 

Showcase meetings and 

seeing your faces, is an 

understatement. Let's pray it 

won’t be long now before 

we get back to normal and 

have fun. 

I am going to repeat the  

announcement that Sally 

Shamp has instruments  of our late friend, Jim Shamp 

for sale. See page 5 for details. Contact Sally or Treas-

urer, Jeff Renfrow if you are interested. Also she has 

other items available, CD's, etc. Thank you in advance! 

It has been a year+ since the INBMA held our 

Board election. President, Vice President, Secretary, 

and Treasurer. Due to COVID-19,  it appears meeting 

for an election is not an option right now. Give us 

feedback and offer your opinions as to how,  if, and 

when the election should take place. Vote by mail? Or 

wait until we can proceed with our meetings, in person? 

What say you?   (Continued pg 3) 

Brad’s Jam by Brad Sondahl 

The jam/open mic I started at the 

end of December is going on 

every Tuesday 7-9 pm until the 

weather gets too good to sit 

inside, thanks to Pat Foster who 

has a Zoom account.  There have 

been at least 7 at every Tuesday, 

and we're working towards 

smoother sharing of leads by 

watching who has unmuted their 

mic in anticipation of taking a 

break.  There will be the 

bluegrass and oldtime standards 

like Redwing as well as new and different ones, so 

check it out to listen or play along (same link works 

every week):   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84534446728?

pwd=cEJJM1NLOU5vRzFRcjNxRGs3QmNudz09  

There's still plenty of weather to enjoy Youtube videos 

of good music, so here are some links for you.  (If you 

are getting ads while watching Youtube videos, you 

can opt out with browser add-ons like Adblock Plus) 

Portland had a nice online oldtime gathering last 

month, drawing from some national artists as well as 

local Portland musicians: 

Portland Old Time Music Gathering 2021 Full channel 

of recordings  

(continued back page) 

ZOOM  

Musical Potluck 
Join Meeting (Link).  

Tuesdays 7 pm.   
Meeting ID: 845 3444 6728   

Passcode: 270724  

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84534446728%3Fpwd%3DcEJJM1NLOU5vRzFRcjNxRGs3QmNudz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3dXHtFQ1_9cMitBmuAeqD6
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F84534446728%3Fpwd%3DcEJJM1NLOU5vRzFRcjNxRGs3QmNudz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw3dXHtFQ1_9cMitBmuAeqD6
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFAmo9ZcfuBotRK08a8Pisw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFAmo9ZcfuBotRK08a8Pisw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84534446728?pwd=cEJJM1NLOU5vRzFRcjNxRGs3QmNudz09#success
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Music CDs 
Donna & Roni Stoneman, The 
Legend Continues.  Bluegrass 
old-timers usually recognize the 
name Stoneman because it brings 
to mind one of the founding bluegrass families.  Most active 
and most popular during the ‘50s, founder Pop Stoneman 
guided various configurations of his large family into the 
hearts and minds of bluegrass fans for decade after decade.  
Two of the Stoneman daughters, Donna  (mandolin + vocals) 
and Roni (banjo + vocals)—joined by various talented 
folks—here perform new renditions of some Stoneman 
classics including “Jackson,” “Rock-A-Bye Boogie,” and 
gospel favorites “Amazing Grace” and “Living On the 
Hallelujah Side.”  A more contemporary song, by Kris 
Kristofferson, rendered delightfully here is “Sunday 
Morning Coming Down.”  Get your copy from the usual 
online sources or from pxrec.com. 
 
Bluegrass Champs, Live From the Don Owens Show.  And 

speaking of the Stoneman 
Family, one of the most 
successful of the family’s bands 
was the Bluegrass Champs.  On 
this CD are startlingly high 
quality recordings of 21 songs 
performed on Washington D.C.’s 
popular Don Owens TV show.  
Videotape didn’t exist yet, but the 
audio from the show was 
recorded beautifully.  (See the 

CD liner notes for some technical details.)  Included among 
the 21 songs are “Little Cabin Home On the Hill,” “Singing 
Waterfall,” “Goin’ Crazy,” “Rock-A-Bye Boogie”—fun to 
compare with the version on Donna  & Roni Stoneman’s CD 
above—and “I Can’t Stop Loving You.”  Get your copy from 
https://yeproc.11spot.com/ 
 
Jeff Picker, With the Bass in Mind.  When was the last time 

you came across an album 
recorded to feature the bass 
player?  Jeff Picker is a virtuoso 
bluegrass bassist, and the ten 
original instrumentals on this CD 
prove the point.  Titles include 
“Pensacola,” “Disturbance In the 
Kitchen,” “Lullaby,” “Ground 
Delay Waltz,” and “Ricky’s 
Run.”  Wonderful stuff that 
you’ll enjoy no end.  Get your 

copy from the usual online sources or jeffpicker.com 
 

Bronwyn Keith-Hynes, Fiddler’s Pastime.  Young Keith-
Hynes has been playing the fiddle 
since she was three years old.  In 
2014 she won the Winfield Fiddle 
Championship, and in 2018 the 
International Bluegrass Music  
Association named her 
Momentum Instrumentalist of the 
Year.  Joining her on the 11 tracks 
on this, her first album, are Sierra 
Hull, Sarah Jarosz, Chris 
Eldridge, and Tim O’Brien.  

Songs include “Hello Trouble,” “The Minstrel Boy,” and 
“Michelle’s Waltz.”  Get your copy from the usual online 
sources or from bronwynkeithhines.com 
 
Wood & Wire, No Matter Where It Goes From Here.  

Wood & Wire is Trevor Smith 
(banjo + vocals), Dom Fisher 
(bass + vocals), Tony Kamel 
(guitar + vocals) and Billy Bright 
(mandolin, mandola, baritone 
guitar, electric guitar + vocals).  
Almost entirely instrumentals, 
this is a wonderful collection of 
music.  Intriguing by titles alone 
are “Can’t Keep Up,” “Home of 
the Banjo,” and “Paddlewheels.”  

Get your copy from the usual online sources or 
woodandwireband.com 
 
Simon Chrisman & Wes Corbett, Simon Chrisman & Wes 

Corbett.  Consider a duo that 
plays music, one person with 
yonder banjo (Wes Corbett), the 
other one with this here 
hammered dulcimer (Simon 
Chrisman).  Thing is that nobody 
gonna give you no grief, no.  
Turns out that yonder banjo and 
this here hammered dulcimer 
sound good together, they do.   If 
you can imagine such, you.  

Titles include “Ain’t Gonna Work Tomorrow,” “Everybody 
is Somebody,” and “Ostrich Blues.”  Also “Took Off and 
Never Came Back.”  Get your copy from the usual online 
sources or simonandwes.com 
 
Wes Corbett, Cascade.  The banjo half of Simon Chrisman 

& Wes Corbett is, of course, Wes 
Corbett, and this is his solo 
album, all ten tracks.  Guest 
artists include Sierra Hull 
(mandolin), Chris Eldridge 
(guitar),  Alex Hargreaves 
(fiddle), Simon Chrisman 
(hammered dulcimer) and Casey 
Campbell (mandolin).  It’s all 
solid and captivating 
instrumentals, you see. Titles 

include “Mary Evelyn,” “Stan Lee,” “The Three Trees,” and 
“Dinosaur Birthday.”  Get your copy from (continued pg 5)  
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