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President’s Message

My apologies to the
Newport Festival for getting the
dates wrong in the March/April
Blabber.  Please correct your
calendars to August 28-30.

Exciting events for the
month of May are coming. Della Mae performs at
Trent Elementary, Thursday, May 7; a percent of
the proceeds go to the Blue Waters Kids’
Academy, and the Spring String Thing is on May
9 at Colbert Presbyterian Church. I hope we get
major support for this event as Pat Foster, Danni
Lynn Plummer and company have worked hard, at
my request, to bring back a very worthwhile
event. Of course, as always volunteers are
needed. If you haven’t heard, Pat is the new
volunteer coordinator for Blue Waters, and I
hope everyone gives a big shout out to Bruce
Shaw for all his hard work over the years.  I
believe Bruce and Colleen are doing more
traveling these days.

I hope the bluegrass music crowd can
lend their support by attending the Northwest
Regional Fiddle Contest at Trent Elementary
School, April 25-26. When you look around the
bluegrass music crowd it’s easy to see where our
future members are most likely to come from. So
by attending you are looking out for the future of
our Association, as well. Besides, the legacy of
Spokane’s excellent traditional musicianship
stems from the great work of the individuals who
have kept this event going over the years.

Our relationships with other music and

festival associations are very important,
especially with music not being emphasized in
the schools. For some of us, regional festivals
and/or INBMA events is where we got our first
exposure to a musical instrument and singing. I
have participated in every board meeting I have
been asked to attend, to represent bluegrass music
as a valuable art form. Whether you’re listening
to a string quartet play Vivaldi, or a four-piece
acoustic band play Jerusalem Ridge, there are far
more similarities then differences in the musical
complexities, as well as the work ethic, of the
musicians.

As we approach the festival season, I
want to add that I am looking forward to jamming
with as many of you as I can. I feel very positive
about and proud to be a member of this
organization and what it represents to the Inland
Northwest music culture. I can’t help but recall
standing in the lobby late in the evening, close to
early morning, hearing Justin and Drew tell
people they were from Spokane, and feeling
proud to be part of this music scene.  I’m always
reminded of the late Frank Wagner’s statement
that we don’t need to bring anybody to this area
as we have great local musicians.

Keep on pickin’!
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Storm?”).  Included is a 40-page booklet with
extensive notes and
photos.  Git you one!

Larry Stephenson
Band, Pull Your Savior
In (whysperdream.com).  I
find the Stephenson-
penned title song

theologically jarring; still, it’s a fine collection of
a dozen gospel songs by one of the top bluegrass
bands performing today.  Includes standards such
as “Great Speckled Bird,” the Louvin Brothers’
“Born Again” and Lester Flatt’s “Thank God I’m
On My Way.”  Also here is one of the most
original arrangements of “Amazing Grace” I’ve
ever heard, for sure.

Scottdale String
Band, Old Folks Better Go
to Bed - Early Country
Blues, Rags, &
Breakdowns
(arhoolie.com).  During the
early golden age of country
music, from the mid-1920s through the early ‘30s,
there was no more popular band than this one.
Taking its name from the cotton-mill village of
Scottdale, Georgia, about eight miles northeast of
Atlanta, the varying members of the band knew
what to do with guitars, banjos, mandolins and
what-not, plus they could sing up a storm.
Nineteen songs fill this CD with good old-timey
tunes.  Early country music with a sense of humor.

Larry Sparks,
Lonesome and Then
Some. . .  A Classic 50th
Celebration
(larrysparks.com).  From
his early days with Ralph
Stanley, Larry Sparks

today is at the top of the best second-generation
bluegrass music stars.  Here he does it right on
twelve songs, and on some he’s joined by Alison
Krauss, Ralph Stanley, Bobby Osborne, Curly
Seckler, and Jesse McReynolds. The final cut, “In
the Pines,” is a live recording with Bill Monroe
from 1995.  Can’t beat bluegrass music like this!

Michael Barnett, One Song Romance

(compassrecords.com).
David Grisman calls
Barnett “a first-class
fiddle player and all-
round musician.”  Joined
by Mike Bub (bass),
Rushad Eggleston (cello),
Tim O’Brien (vocals), Sarah Jarosz (mandolin/
vocals), Noam Pikelny (banjo), Aoife O’Donovan
(vocals), and others, fiddler and vocalist
Barnett’s CD is a potential classic.  It’s both
lively and mellow, and all twelve tunes were
written by Barnett.  You’ll love the music on this
CD, you betcha!

The Snyder Family Band,
Wherever I Wander
(snyderfamilyband.com).
Get this, from the promo
sheet for this CD: “Their
sound might be described as
Allman Brothers Band meets

Stéphane Grappelli meets Doc Watson.”  So meet
siblings Samantha (fiddle/mandolin/vocals) and
Zeb (guitars/mandolin/vocals) Snyder and their
dad, Bud Snyder (bass/vocals).  Also, the siblings
wrote seven of the eleven tunes on this CD.
Delightful tunes, every one, but you may find
yourself going back, over and over, to the title
track, “Wherever I Wander,” a song by Samantha.
You won’t believe how good these kids are, as
both instrumentalists and singers!

Springfield Exit,
That Was Then
(pxrec.com).  Oh, I think I
saved one of the best for
last, here.  You want a new
bluegrass music album that
is both faithful to tradition
and farm fresh?  The band: Linda Lay (vocals),
David Lay (guitar/vocals), David McLaughlin
(mandlin/guitar/banjo/fiddle/vocals), Marshall
Wilborn (bass), and Tom Adams (banjo).  This is
a solid bluegrass band, but I highlight: Linda
Lay’s lead vocals and Tom Adams’ banjo.
Fourteen wonderful cuts, but you’re going to love
this band’s bluegrass musicc renditions of
Dylan’s “You Ain’t Goin’ Nowhere” and the
Eagles classic, “Peaceful Easy Feeling.”




