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Dolly and the Devil, Festival Season 
[ dollyandthedevil .bandcamp .com] 

The brainchild of Rick and Joanne Davidson, this two-CD project 
recreates the sounds heard at an old-time festival gathering, when 
we are not in pandemic mode of hunkering down for self preser­
vation. Numerous musicians, including many of the best, from a 
couple generations gather and saw down on 39 tunes. The sound 
is very similar to what one might hear at Clifftop String Band fes­
tival or any number of other regional events where groups of musi­
cians gather to get down with some traditional music in the swirling 
energy of live music. Recorded in four sessions, we are treated to 
hard-driving renditions of tunes that may have forsaken some sub­
titles in the process, but they take on a new edge from the intense 
performances. If you miss the sound of the old-time jams, or just 
want some upbeat tune renditions to get your engine going again, 
this will fill the bill. - Bob Buckingham 

Skillet Licorice, Allsorts Orchestra [ oldtimetikiparlour.com] 

This sweeping gathering of musicians is as sedate and smooth as 
some old-time is fiery and forceful. Dominated by grand versions 
of expansive waltzes, many of these tracks will probably be quite 
popular during breaks at contra dances where freestyle waltzing is 
encouraged. Many of the numerous musicians on this project added 
their contributions from afar. Esteemed San Francisco Bay Area, 
musicians Elise Engelberg and Matt Knoth are joined by an array of 
masters of old-tim~ Modem technology and great care bring us a 
rich program of fine old-time waltzes and rags - many from the East 
Texas Serenaders string band - and a few more up-tempo pieces 
with a wide range of origins. All are played with the same excellent 
prowess. This music is a rare treat with the rich flavor we all have 
come to expect from Tiki Parlour productions. 

·' ·_ Bob Buckingham 

Old-time Sweethearts, Volumes I and 2 [dittyville.com] 

As hinted at in the title, here we have two volumes of duets, instru­
mentals, and vocals from couples who play and sing old-time music 
together. Both CDs feature some mighty fine fiddling and a wealth 
of great musicians appear. Erynn Marshall and Carl Jones gathered 
many of their friends and neighbors to take part in this project. Fid­
dlers include Betse Ellis, Judy Hyman, Earl White, Jessie Milnes, 
Bruce Molsky, Tricia Spencer, and Howard Rains. There are some 
great tunes, as one might expect, but the songs are just as engaging 
and well done. This is fine collection of new music in a time when 
live music is just starting to ramp up again. -Bob Buckingham 

Mark Schatz and Bryan McDowell, Grit and Polish [pxrec.com] 

This project is full of fun surprises. McDowell proves he is an ac­
complished multi-instrumentalist and Schatz puts another feather in 
his cap. The chemistry between these two musicians is fun and often 
unexpected, like a fiddle-bass duet on "Maiden's Prayer." Every­
thing here is entertaining and fun. McDowell's fiddling and Schatz's 
banjo are a good match. Their arrangements hold up to repeated 
listening and the bareness of the duets provides plenty of sonic room 
to zoom in on the rich sonority of the instruments. This recording 
stayed in the player longer than about anything else lately. A fun 
diversion from the world at large. - Bob Buckingham 
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George Jackson, Hair and Hide 
[georgejacksonmusic .bandcamp .com] 

Jackson's second project explores the relationship between the fiddle 
and banjo. This pairing has produced fine projects from others over 
the years and this ranks right up there with those earlier projects. 
Teaming up with Wes Corbett, we get a more bluegrass approach to 
the music and then with Brad Kolodner a more old-time approach. 
Jackson is at ease in both settings. There are seven banjo players and 
10 original and four traditional tunes in all. Fine fiddling and very 
interesting musical discussions between the fiddle and the various 
banjo players. -Bob Buckingham 

John Reischman,New Time & Old Time [johnreischman.com] 

Tunesmiths abound these days and not all of them are fiddlers. Reis­
chman's tunes show up in bluegrass and old-time with increasing 
regularity. This latest project will only keep this trend going. Team­
ing up with A-list players from old-time and bluegrass as well as 
fellow bandmates from the Jaybirds, we are treated to a sonic joy­
ride. A few select traditional tunes spice up the playlist but it is that 
special presence of the tunes that sets a soundscape for exploration 
and contemplation. This is another fine project that will bring hours 
of listening joy. - Bob Buckingham 

Bill Christophersen, Ma/cing Tracks While I Can 
[billchristophersen.weebly.com/store/p2/making-tracks-while-i-can.html] 

Bill was a member of the Lazy Aces String Band back when there 
were not as many ?Id-time players around as there are today. He is 
a fine fiddler and this varied set of tunes shows off his range as a 
fiddler quite nicely. There are some songs interspersed in this set but 
the focus is really on his fiddling, where he handles tunes like "The 
Denver Belle" with the same ease as he brings to some Irish tunes. 

- Bob Buckingham 

Madeline Levy,Hand-Me-Downs,A Daughter's Take on her Fa­
ther's tunes [bertramlevy.com] 

On this project we hear the work of Madeline Levy, with her father 
reprising the t11nes he was so much a part of popularizing in the 
early days of the old-time revival. A new generation has taken up the 
tunes of her father and will carry them forward - part of how tradi­
tions work. Her playing is direct and tasteful. Many of the tunes are 
part of many old-time players' repertories, even if they have been 
dormant for awhile. Some are new tunes that deserve to be heard. 
There is a sweet honesty to this recording. - Bob Buckingham 

Gretchen Koehler and Daniel Kelly, Live from Hill and Hollow 
[gretchenkoehlermusic .com] 

From the opening chords of Daniel Kelly's bluesy, jazzy piano, I 
was ready for something different. I thought I might be hearing the 
overture for a Broadway show, and then Gretchen Koehler's strong, 
sure, sparkling fiddle slid in and the two masterful musicians locked 
in, creating an imaginal realm grounded in and equidistant from the 
North American Irish diaspora and the flowering of modem jazz 
inflected music. This live recording is surprising, exciting, and de­
lightful. The new compositions by Koehler are lovely, and reflect her 
background in the Irish American fiddle universe. The duo's covers 
of popular contra dance tunes have beautiful creative variations, and 
brilliant accompaniment. Very hard to pick a favorite here, but their 
wild romp through the classic American tune "Bonaparte's Retreat" 
left me laughing out loud. This recording is a treat! 

- Kevin Carr cy 
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