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GREG BLAKE 
SONGS OF HEART AND HOME 

No Label 
GBM 2015001 

Greg Bloke 

Greg Blake, the fine lead singer and guitarist 
with Jeff Scroggins & Colorado and a West 
Virginia transplant, has released his first solo 
effort, and the results are very impressive. He's 
joined by a top-flight lineup of supporting 
musicians including Scroggins on banjo, John 
Reischman on mandolin , Sally Van Meter on 
resonator guitar, Mark Schatz on bass, Blaine 
Sprouse on fiddle, and Claire Lynch, Laurie 
Lewis, KC Groves, and Jeff Brown on occasional 
vocals. 

With an excellent cast of supporting 
musicians, Blake's choice of material is equally 
strong. Included here are Laurie Lewis ' "Hills Of 
My Home" with Lewis on harmony vocals , Carter 
Stanley's "Sweetest Love ," a rousing version of 
"Home Is Where The Heart Is ," and Monroe's 
"Thinking About You ." There are two fine Johnny 
Cash songs: "Hey Porter," which Blake sings like 
he wrote it and also features some particularly 
nice banjo work by Scroggins, and a very 
effective sweet version of "/ Still Miss Someone," 
with harmony by Van Meter and KC Groves that 
blends nicely with Blake's powerful lead singing . 
"Cruisin ' Timber," an instrumental from David and 
Dorsey Harvey, showcases Blake's lead guitar 
work and more creative banjo work by Scroggins. 
"Fifty Miles From Nowhere" is a well-crafted 
original from Blake and Lyla Carder. Jan Tyson's 
"Summer Wages" receives as nice a treatment 
as any you will find anywhere , with some very 
tasteful resonator work by Van Meter. "Home" 
features strong high harmony work by Claire 
Lynch. 

As well done as all those are (and they are), 
the highlights of this release have to be "Turn 
Your Heart Toward Home" by Steve and Annie 
Chapman and Brumley's "Dreaming Of A Little 
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We've been making guitar capos for 
over thirty-five years , utilizing our 
patented over-center locking principle. 
Its action most closely resembles that of 
the human hand, and we are confident 
that it is the most accurate capo in the 
world. Many of the top players will use 
nothing but a Shubb. 

We have also been aware of some players 
who will always prefer a U-shaped, screw 
operated capo that can be stored behind 
the nut while not in use . For these players, 
we have now designed the Shubb FineTune 
Capo. It represents the highest quality of 
craftsmanship and materials , and offers a 
few unique features not seen before. 

shubb.com/finetune • info@shubb.com • 707-843-4068 

www.bluegrassmusic.com 

Cabin ," if on nothing more than the strength of 
Blake's soulful singing and Claire Lynch's vocal 
contributions-very, very nice. This is a well 
conceived, nicely executed release with top
flight songs and excellent' vocals and 
instrumental work. Highly recommended. 
(www.gregblakemusic.com.)AW 

BILL RUNKLE AND SMITH HOLLOW 
LONEL YTONIGHT 

Patuxent Music 
CD-275 

Bill Runkle was the long-time banjo player in 
Del McCoury's Dixie Pals, before Del fully 
incorporated his sons into the family business. 
York County, Pennsylvania is a wee bit of the 
South that ignored political boundaries . 
Bluegrass predominated there. Bill Runkle 
reprises many of his banjo instrumentals that 
have been part of his repertoire throughout his 
career. Some like "Billy Boy" and "Cheaters In 
The Soup" (a Del McCoury original) have been 
long-time standards in his repertory. 

Banjo instrumentals dominate here, but there 
are some songs as well. Runkle plays some fine 
and funky banjo on Flatt & Scruggs' "Someone 
Took My Place With You" and displays more 
than a few finger-twister moves on "Black 
Mountain Hop," a kind of hybrid of Reno's "Green 
Mountain Hop" and "Black Mountain Rag." He 
also covers Ralph Stanley's "Hard Times," both 
of these later two tunes are in D tuning. He uses 
C tuning for "Carocus. " 

There are three songs here. "Lonesome 
Road" and "Hello Trouble, " both featuring 
guitarist Larry Connor on lead vocal , and 
Runkle 's fine original ''I'm Lonely Tonight" really 
shines with Danny Paisley singing lead . Jeff Kidd 
lays it to the mandolin throughout the project. 
Patrick McAvinue shows why he is so popular as 
a fiddler with his spot-on performance. Judy 
Winters holds down the bass line with drive. This 
is straight-ahead bluegrass, the kind they have 
been playing along the Mason-Dixon line for 
decades. If you like your bluegrass hard-driving 
and solid , look no further. (Patuxent Music, P.O. 
Box 572 , Rockville , MD 20848 , 
www.pxrec.com.)RCB 
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