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Patuxent Records announces three new bluegrass releases 

By Joe Ross
December 27, 2012

During the last quarter of 2012, Patuxent Music has released three fine new bluegrass albums. If you’re not familiar with the label, check out the 
feature story (by Bob Allen) about them in the September 2012 issue of Bluegrass Unlimited magazine.

Danny Paisley and the Southern Grass – Road into Town

A band deeply rooted in tradition, Danny Paisley and The Southern Grass released Road Into Town to a great deal of anticipation and excitement from 
bluegrass music fans. You can hear the edge in Paisley’s voice, his band, and choice of song. His “high lonesome” is just as much honky-tonk, bar and 
saloon as it is school house, church and town square. Danny’s father, Bob Paisley (founder of Southern Grass), passed away in 2004, and the new 
album offers a tribute (“Margie”) to him with a song he often performed. The band continues to carry a torch for hard-core traditional ‘grass, but also 
with an occasional country edge (“I Overlooked an Orchid” and “My Shoes Keep Walking Back to You”). Their earlier album, The Room Over Mine, 
earned accolades, significant chart action, and brought the band several awards, nominations and festival appearances. This new release is sure to do 
the same. The Road Into Town continues with their signature sound characterized by power, soul, energy, emotion, rusticity and intensity. The title 
track relates a cautionary tale of mineral rights in a mining town. The band’s gospel quartet is featured on the closer, “I Heard My Mother Call My 
Name in Prayer.” The rest of the band includes Doug Meek (fiddle), Mark Delaney (banjo) and special guest Michael Cleveland (mandolin and second 
fiddle).
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The Stonemans – The Stoneman Tradition

The Stoneman Family’s second project for the Patuxent label carries on their tradition of making music. Ernest (Pop) Stoneman is now deceased, but 
his three surviving sisters (all in their 70s or 80s) still have it. Patsy, Donna and Veronica (Roni) obviously have bluegrass in their blood. Pop 
Stoneman had a vast repertoire, and they cover some material on The Stoneman Tradition that he recorded as far back as the 1920s such as “The 
Raging Sea, How It Roared,” “The Sailor Song,” “Bury Me Beneath the Willow,” “Don’t Let Your Deal Go Down” and “Watchman Ring the Bell.” 
We also hear some songs from country tradition (e.g., “Have I Told You Lately that I Love You” and “Catfish John”), as well as a few originals by 
Donna and Roni (“The Boys from Nanjemoy” and “Good, Good Girl”).

Scott Brannon – Your Old Standby

Born in Martinsburg, W.V., Scott Brannon has been singing these songs since the time he could talk. After developing into a strong lead vocalist and 
rhythm guitarist, Brannon recorded with the likes of Paul Williams, David Davis and Terry Eldridge. His first recording wasn’t done until 1996 when 
he contributed two train songs to a two-CD set entitled Freight Train Special. Since then, Brannon has done several other recording sessions. In 1997, 
he and his band recorded their first full CD for Wango Records, entitled Faded Love and Winter Roses. In 2000, If I Had My Life to Live Over was 
released on his own Arden label. The band’s Mountain Lady album was released on the Arden label in 2002. Now, Brannon brings you his first 
Patuxent Music release, a collection of some of his favorite songs. The all-star cast also features Jack Leiderman (fiddle), Tracey Rohrbaugh 
(mandolin), Jerry McCoury (bass) and Richard Underwood (banjo). They’re all experienced players with notable bluegrass bands, and they provide all 
the necessary ingredients to the Scott Brannon Band’s traditional bluegrass sound.
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