
THE STEEP 
CANYON RANGERS 

Nobody Knows You 
Rounder Records 

BY HAL COTTRELL 

The Steep Canyon Rangers ' latest project, 
Nobody Knows You , is sure to be a must 
have . They have been able to find some 
wonderful songs that fit into their bluegrass 
music-style forte. Eleven of the 12 songs 
were either written or co-written by members 
of the SCR. There 's enough straight hard
driving along with the new acoustic sounds 
to appeal to everyone. As I Go has a great 
syncopated bass working against the straight 
forward banjo roll. Other selections include 
Rescue Me, Easy To Love, Between Midnight 

....----------. And Th e Da wn, 
Natural Disas1e1; 
Ungratefitl One, 
Summer Winds, 
Op en Country, 
Knob Cree k , 
Reputation and 

I \ - ·· . .::~.__:.:=.::. I Long Shot. You 
will also be going 

"wow" when you listen and hear the exciting 
energy they bring to their new CD. 
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BILL EVANS 
In Good Company 

Native And Fine Records 

BY GRACIE MULDOON 

On Bill 's latest, the cover lists a dozen great 
songs - The Distance Between Two Points , 
Walk To The Water - with The Infamous 
Stringdusters, Some Other Creek, Follow 
The Drinking Gourd- with Tim O 'Brien, Big 

ChiefSonny, Dakota, 
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Joy Kills Sorrow, 
Moth er Nature's 
Son , You'v e Col 
To Hide Your Love 
Away, Lucy In The 
Sky With Diamonds, 
A Hard Days Night 
and They Say You 're 

Ne ver Lonely In Louisville. In a word, I' ll 
describe for you what emotion I felt on each 
song. l. Sweet 2. Happy 3. Surprised 4. 
Relaxed 5. Light-hearted 6. Wound 7. Curious 
8.Thoughtful 9. Reflective 10. Floating II. 
Silly 12. Peaceful! Music is a powerful tool 
that takes us places in our mind or heart; it 
makes us feel , or experience a myriad of 
emotions. With Bill Evans and his music, we 
are indeed in good company! BMP 
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MARTY RAYBON · 
Hand To The Plow 

Rural Rhythm Records 
BY BILL CONGER 

Marty Raybon has cu lti vated a crop of I 0 
cuts on this new 
bluegrass gospel 
CD . He planted 
the seeds with his 
songwriting on 
When He Reigns, 
It Pours, What 
Have I Done To 
Deserve This ?, 
and You Get Me. 
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You 've Got To Move, co-written with Barry 
Hutchens, would make for a great invitation 
song at Sunday morning church services. 
Raybon , former Statler Brother Jimmy 
Fortune, country artists Trace Adkins and 
T. Graham Brown really nail I'm Working 
On A Building - they 'd make an incredible 
gospel quartet. Marty continues to prove he 's 
made for the country/bluegrass genre with his 
untouchable vocals, and his brother Tim 's 
background vocals. You can tell he is singing 
with passion for someth ing that's central to 
his life, his faith. His vocal interpretations 
have gone to deeper depths with these songs 
that tug at your heart. BMP 

JORDAN TICE TRIO 
The Secret History 

Patuxent Music 

BY JOE ROSS 

Jordan Tice Trio 's latest project paints its 
musical canvas with Tice's guitar, Simon 
Chrisman 's hammered dulcimer, and Paul 
Kowert's upright bass. All three new acoustic 
pioneers display technically impressive 
moxie throughout the eight tracks. I hear 
fewer direct influences from folk, bluegrass, 
and jazz idioms that Tice explored in his early 
days. Instead, the trio's music now takes on 
a unique personality all its own. The Secret 
Hisl01y ebbs and flows like the tide with 
dynamics that advance and then recede. 
Coll aboratively, the members are very well
suited and supportive of each other. It takes 

skill to flawlessly 
execute one 's own 
unique style while 
sti ll presenting a 
tasteful , balanced, 
coherent, 
meaningful group 
sound. Tice once 
said the best way to 

understand bluegrass is just to " listen to it." 
Close listening, reflection and study are good 
advice for this release as well. BMP 

THE SPINNEY BROTHERS 
Memories 

Mountain Fever Records 

BY ROBERT STEELMAN 

Most of us have a firm definition of what 
bluegrass is - or isn ' t. We 've heard different 
styles described in various manners such as 
traditional , progressive, and contemporary. 
Some folks even go so far as to define 
styles based on the 
region from which 
they orig in ate. So, 
what does Canadian
style bluegrass sound 
like? lfThe Spinney 
Brothers are any 
indication, it sounds 
suspiciously like 
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good ol' southern-style bluegrass! Brothers 
Allan and Rick Spinney have been playing 
music together since 1989 with the formation 
ofThe Bluegrass Student Union . By 1991 , it 
had evolved into a fu ll bluegrass band- The 
Spinney Brothers. Memories kicks off with 
the title cut, painting a vivid picture of the 
project's theme, and then moves on into The 
Train Song for a trip down memory lane. 
One Day Late And A Dollar Short puts a 
humorous story to the old saying. BMP 

JIMMY GAUDREAU & 
MOONDI KLEIN 
Home From The Mills 

Rebel Records 
BY GRACIE MULDOON 
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Music from the 
dynamic duo of 
Jimmy Gaudreau 
and Moondi 
Klein is simply 
pure pleasure to 
li sten to. You w ill 
adore as I did New 
Morning - Wow! 

Then, with simple sweet words of Leaving 
Nancy, C & 0 Canal and Home From The 
Mills they take you into a dreamlike trance 
where ears are tickled , emotions are released 
and felt. The smoothness of their picking of 
guitar and mandolin stri ngs vibrate in delicate 
harmony as do their melodic voices in song. 
This is definitely one of my favorite new 
acoustic projects. I love Bending Blades, 
Shadows, If! Needed You and it s A Sin To Tell 
A Lie. Lifted up in spirit by their version of 
By The Side Of The Road, this is one project 
you simple must hear from beginning to end 
and just enjoy it. It's pure music pleasure. 
Fantastic job, guys! Beautiful! BMP 
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