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Youth Are  Our  Future :             

And Those That Encourage Them  
By Sally Shamp,  

“Will you take me to the Wintergrass Festival?” the eight-

year-old asked Jim Shamp. Hmmm. “Have you asked your 

mother?” The request almost made sense, coming from 

Aaron Castilla. He was a very talented fiddler who had 

showed he could pick up almost any tune by ear before it 

was his turn in the jam circle. Frank Wagner, leader of the 

free fiddle workshop, was bringing Aaron to jams to keep 

him interested in playing bluegrass music in a setting that 

challenged and rewarded his abilities. 

Since bluegrass jams and festivals are very family friendly, 

new learners and especially kids have traditionally been 

encouraged. JayDean Ludiker, of course, teaches many, 

many fiddlers both young and old. The challenge in the last 

few years has been to bring the youngsters whose talents are 

blossoming into the fun and friendship of jamming groups. 

Later, as their teenage skills develop, they can enjoy playing 

in multi-age bands. 

At Frank Wagner’s urging, Jim Shamp jumped from coach-

ing grade school soccer players to coaxing experienced 

adults to share their skills and love of music with Aaron and 

Tonio Castilla. The group membership was fluid for a few 

years, starring at various times, Justin Sherfey (and his mom 

Lori), Eric Groshoff, Ashley Dreyer, and Macy Morgan. 

And way too many adults who relished playing backup as an 

“Afterthought” to name. At least two young adults, Aaron 

and Justin, are now performing as professional musicians. 

Nowadays, the Pied Piper who enlists young adults into his 

band is Kevin Pace. These teens are Kaleb Dion, Ashley 

Dreyer, and Maggie Ruffcorn. (Continued Ppg. 9)         

Ken Burns: The Documentary 

By Brad Sondahl - INBMA 

Vice President  

Bluegrassers tend to be 

ambivalent about country 

music, especially the modern 

pop/rap kind...  I'm a little 

behind the times in various 

ways, but I got the Ken Burns 

documentary on country 

music on DVD for Christmas 

so we've been enjoying 

watching it.  The first four 

hours are of major interest to 

bluegrass fans, since that music was all the predecessor of 

modern bluegrass.   The original stars of the Grand Ole Opry 

were old-time musicians like  Dr. Humphrey Bates and the 

Possum Hunters, Uncle Dave Macon, and the Delmore 

Brothers.  In the late 1930's, electric instruments, percussion, 

and big band style horn sections helped to split the audience 

into new genres like country, western, western swing, blues, 

and rockabilly. Old-time music was losing its popularity, as 

movements tend to over time...  But Bill Monroe, as the 

video series points out, created a new audience by pepping it 

up, and bringing jazz type solos to what had been mostly 

ensemble music. 

The thing about Ken Burns' series is that it's just an 

introduction to a broad range of music.  It points to a few 

noted practitioners but is in no way exhaustive ---case in 

point-- in listing important bluegrass musicians.... 

I can't guess where the rest of the series is going, except 

obviously for Hank Williams Sr. whose simple but elegant 

 

The Afterthoughts in concert at the 2013 Bluewaters Blue-

grass Festival, with Jim Shamp, Dave Dowd, Dave Lorang,  

Macy Morgan, Aaron Castilla, Dan Burdette, Jeff Renfrow. 
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Music CDs 
 

 

Nick Hornbuckle, 13 Or So. 
If you've paid attention in recent 

years, you'll recognize Nick 

Hornbuckle as the banjo player 

for  John Reischman and the 

Jaybirds.  This is Nick's latest 

solo banjo album, and in it he 

displays his unique 2-finger style 

that, to quote Nashville Public 

Radio, blends clawhammer and 

Scruggs-style and “incorporates 

the best elements of bluegrass and old time into a killer new 

sound.” Steve Martin calls this album, “So brilliant and 

beautiful.”  Get you one!   nickhornbuckle.com 

 

Amanda Cook, Point of No Return.   

Amanda Cook is a wonder.  

Joined by talented backup 

musicians on the traditional 

bluegrass instruments, she's likely 

to wow you with her renditions of 

originals you probably haven't 

heard before.  Included in the 

eleven cuts here is a song by 

Merle Haggard, “My Favorite 

Memory.”  Enjoy!  

mountainfever.com 

 

François Vola, Back to Bluegrass. 

French musician Vola explains in 

the liner notes to his excellent 

new CD that for some years he 

was away from the bluegrass 

music he loves, playing “jazzy 

stuff.”  It was high time, however, 

to get back to bluegrass, and this 

is it.  Joined by Darol Anger 

(fiddle), Emory Lester 

(mandolin), and Matt Flinner (banjo), he performs 11 songs 

and instrumentals that you're going to like a lot.  https://

store.cdbaby.com/cd/francoisvola  

(Also: iTunes, Amazon, Spotify.) 

 

Natalie Padilla, Fireweed. 

Fiddler Padilla is a professor of 

fiddle at the University of 

Northern Colorado's Folk & 

Bluegrass Program.  Which is a 

Wow! right there by itself, don't-cha-know.  She's also a 3-

time national award winning fiddle player, among other 

honors.  The fifteen cuts on this album include two that you 

especially want to pay attention to, namely, “Fireweed” and 

“Goose.”  Joined by nine other musicians, Natalie Padilla 

identifies her genre here as “Original Old-time String band.” 

nataliepadillamusic.com  

 

Michael Cleveland, Tall Fiddler. 

Speaking of fiddle music, this CD 

won a Grammy award, this last 

time around, for Best Bluegrass 

Album.  Cleveland's own band, 

Flamekeeper, puts in a few 

appearances here, but among 

other prominent names here are 

The Travelin' McCourys, Tim 

O'Brien, Del McCoury, Sam 

Bush, Tommy Emmanuel, Béla 

Fleck, Dan Tyminski, Jerry Douglas, and Barry Bales.  This 

is one tremendous bluegrass album, not to be missed, folks.  

compassrecords.com 

 

Adam Burrows, It's Called Bluegrass. 
You can't get closer to traditional 

bluegrass music than a CD like 

this one.  On this album, young 

North Carolina native Adam 

Burrows not only takes lead 

vocals but also plays fiddle, 

guitar, mandolin, and bass fiddle.  

Top that!  You get 14 songs you'll 

probably recognize including “In 

the Pines,” “Molly and Tenbrooks,” “Pistol Packing Mama,” 

and “Brown Mountain Lights.”  

ambluegrasstradition@outlook.com 

 

Merle Monroe, Back To the Country. This is one solid, 

love-listenin'-to-it, album of 

bluegrass music.  Led by veteran 

bluegrasser Tim Raybon, Merle 

Monroe is a bluegrass band that 

has it's act together.  Several of 

the dozen songs here were written 

by Raybon, while two come from 

Merle Haggard, and one (“This 

Town”) is by the late, great Roger 

Miller.  Enjoy!  

 

Randy Barrett, Shake, Rattle & 

Roar. This is a terrific album of 

bluegrass and old-time music.  

Barrett plays both 3-finger/

Scruggs style  banjo and 

clawhammer style.  Not to     .    

                       . (continued page 8)     
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mention fiddle.  The eleven songs here display Randy's skills 

in ample measure, all in great good fun.  Included are 

“Mercury Dime” (clawhammer), “Nashville Blues” (3-finger 

style), and “Walkin' Boss” pxrec.com 

 

Andy Statman, Monroe Bus. 
As a kid in the mid-1960s, 

Statman hung out with Bill 

Monroe at festivals and the 

like.  On this disc are 13 

Monroe-inspired tunes written 

by Andy Statman (mandolin), 

and included among those 

joining Statman are Jim 

Whitney (double bass), Larry 

Eagle (drums & percussion), 

Jeffrey Werbock ( kamanche & davul; look 'em up), Mark 

Berney (cornet).  Unique and delightful, yes.  

andystatman.org 

 

Chain Station, Backroads. Well this is unique, yes.  The 

first lyrics you hear from this CD go thus: “Sharpen my teeth 

on the edge of a hurricane.”  No kidding!  Chain Station is 

Alex Thoele (guitar), Chris 

“C-Bob” Elliott (banjo), Jon 

Pickett (bass), and Jarrett 

Mason (mandolin), and all 

take vocals.  Nine of the ten 

songs that make up this 

album are co-written by the 

band members.  Call it 

progressive bluegrass, and get 

ready for a fine old time.  

chainstation.com 

Wintergrass 2020 (Continued from pg 4) 

This is a shape note song my dad taught me, and one of 

many we used to sing using only the “sacred harp.” (vocals 

only) Folks would journey from their mountain homes with 

food to share and sing these old hymns of a day in a little 

church near Etowah, over the North Carolina state line in 

Tennessee.I knew the song as Idumea, penned in 1753 by 

Charles Wesley. Taken from Ecclesiastes, the title is one 

name for Edom, the first‐born son of Isaac and twin brother 

of Jacob. Sung in four parts, a leader would line it out, 

syllabizing the shapes first, the words later. I took the lead 

line, second up from the bottom. In our Sacred Harp 

tradition instruments were never used. But hearing it 

accompanied by Bela on bass banjo, and strings behind that, 

the song was exalted from the high lonesome memory I held 

to its lofty height on the Grand Stage at Wintergrass 

2020.What magic this festival can bring. 

West Valley Kiwanis 
  

is hoping you and your fellow  
musicians can join us on Tuesday, 

March 17th from 5-7 pm at the  
Longhorn for a music jam session. 

 
Thank you 

Cindy and Kay 

Showcase (Continued from pg 3) time for some new 

blood. I've enjoyed my time in this position and thankful 

that I was giving the chance to serve the board and 

association. If you think this is something you would like to 

do, please get involved and run for the position in May. 

Performing that night will be "Hank & the Chitlins", part of 

the Pandhandle Polecats, The Brad Keller Trio, and  "The 

Tumbleweeds". 

   We hope you can make it out and enjoy the jammin', kids 

jam at 3:30, the showcase and the fellowship with one 

another. Feel free to bring some snacks with you to share. 

More info to come concerning the May potluck. - Kevin 

Fundraiser for medical expenses :  https://

www.facebook.com/donate/214921682981036/ 

Jimmy Brown (Continued from pg 6) 

I sell the morning paper, Sir, my name is Jimmy Brown, 
Everybody knows that I’m the newsboy of the town. 

You can hear me yelling “Morning Star,” running along the 

street,Got no hat upon my head no shoes upon my feet. 

Never mind, Sir, how I look, don’t look at me and frown, 

I sell the morning paper, Sir, my name is Jimmy Brown. 

I’m awful cold and hungry, Sir, my clothes are mighty thin, 

I wander about from place to place, my daily bread to win. 

My Father died a drunkard, Sir, I’ve heard my Mother say, 

I am helping Mother, Sir as I journey on my way. 

My mother always tells me, Sir, I’ve nothing in the world to 

lose,I’ll get a place in heaven, Sir, to sell the Gospel News. 

These two mystery verses sparkle with charm. Flatt & 

Scruggs’ “Morning Star” verse is among the best of the 

entire song. The “Gospel News” verse was nothing short of a 

stroke of genius because it tied the whole song together by 




