STEPHEN WADE: Hands On The Tune
Patuxent CD-369 (71:45)
Stephen Wade's third Patuxent CD is drawn from two 2017 concerts,
and one from 2022 in his native Chicago.

In his notes, Wade writes that: “Getting their hands on a traditional
tune, gifted players bring together the personal and the inherited,” and
that's what he does here, preserving, renewing and transmitting tunes
well-known and obscure with respect and élan.

Joined on five tracks by Ross Hooper (Dobro) and/or Zan MclLeod
(guitar and hand drum), Wade plays guitar, but mainly of course a
variety of banjos. On the extraordinary ‘Elzick’s Farewell Medley’ a
grumbling gourd banjo convincingly replicates the sound of 19th
century Congo Square. ‘Hand In Hand' is the tune Stephen was
playing for John Jackson as John died. On just under half the
tracks, Wade sings, usually to good effect: ‘Sourwood Mountain’ is
not to my taste, but usually his vocals are ‘Worthy Of Estimation,’
including on that Uncle Dave Macon tongue twister.

B&R readers will know Gus Cannon'’s ‘Feather Bed': its reworking
is a shining example of Stephen’s combination of respect, creativity
and technical mastery.

The allotted word count won't let me do right by this disc, but its
contents do right by America’s music, and are highly recommended.

Chris Smith




