
 

 

Instructional Book 
Kristin Scott Benson, First 
15 Lessons: Banjo.  Subtitled 
“A Beginner's Guide to 5-String 
Banjo,” this 32-page resource 
features “Step-By-Step Lessons 
with Audio, Video, and Blue-
grass Songs!”  Books for begin-
ners often include a lot more 
than this one, but there's no 
question that Benson teaches the 
most basic of banjo playing 
skills, ones that many banjoists 
need to return to and practice 
more.  halleonard.com 
 

Music CDs 
The Willows, Meet the Willows.  Local Peter, Paul, and 

Mary tribute group, the 
Willows, is headed up by 
Kelly Bogan and completed 
by Bill Klein and Valerie 
Hughes.  This is a sampler 
CD with but five songs, 
“The Cruel War,” “Freight 
Train,” “The First Time,” 
“Settle Down,” and “Pack 
Up Your Sorrows.”  As 
with the original trio, the 
two guys play guitars, and 
the vocal harmonies are 

spot-on.  Backing the group on standup bass is Bruce Pen-
nell.  (To order a copy of this CD call 509-744-9861.) 

Whiskey Shivers, Some Part of Something.  This is the 
latest album from Austin, 
Texas-based band Whis-
key Shivers.  As with the 
earlier albums produced 
by Shivers, this one is hard 
driving and fun to listen 
to.  Unlike earlier CDs, 
this one re-works some 
traditional tunes including 
“Cluck Old Hen,” “Red 
Rocking Chair,” and 
“Angeline Baker.”  Like 
this reviewer, some may 
not appreciate one original 

song here that gets its title from a common, two-word, pro-
fane insult.  It's actually a tongue-in-cheek song filled with 
responses to an unfaithful girl friend, and many younger 
listeners won't be offended by the lyrics. whiskeyshivers.com 
 
Five Mile Mountain Road, Five Mile Mountain Road.  

Here is a wonderfully 
exciting mountain music 
string band.  All four 
members—Billy Hurt, Jr. 
(fiddle, vocals), Brennen 
Ernst (guitar, piano, vo-
cals), Seth Boyd (banjo, 
vocals), and Steve Dowdy 
(bass, vocals) –know how 
to make great acoustic 
music, and lucky for us 
you get no less than 14 
songs on this album.  
Here's the guarantee, 

you're going to enjoy this CD so much it will be permanently 
installed in whatever playback technology you use.  
pxrec.com 
 
Curtis McPeake & Andy May, The Good Things Out-

weigh the Bad.  This is 
one great collection of 
bluegrass music played by 
two veterans.  McPeake is 
so good on the banjo that 
back in the day Flatt & 
Scruggs called on him to 
fill in for Earl when Earl 
was indisposed. And Andy 
May is a knockout on his 
1949 Martin D-28 guitar.  
The two old friends rec-
orded this CD—ably aided 
by Aubrey Haynie on 

fiddle and Tim Dishman on bass—a couple of months before 
Curtis' 90th birthday. swiftrivermusic.com 
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